
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 9 September 2009] 

 p6560b-6560b 
Hon Giz Watson; Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [1] 

SOUTH WEST CATCHMENT GROUPS � FEDERAL AND STATE FUNDING 

841. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

Neither the federal government�s Caring for Our Country program nor the Western Australian government�s 
natural resource management plan�s core funding to the regions provide assistance to catchment groups, such as 
sub-regional groups in the south west. Most importantly, there is no funding for their core operating costs. As a 
consequence, the natural resource management work overseen by these groups is unlikely to continue. 

(1) Does the minister acknowledge that the work of these catchment groups benefits WA communities? 

(2) Does the minister acknowledge that large and important aspects of this work will no longer be funded 
by either commonwealth government or state government programs? 

(3) Does the minister acknowledge that he has a responsibility to assist communities to address 
environmental problems? 

(4) What support is the minister providing to sub-regional and other catchment groups for their core 
operating costs and project funding?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the member for the question. The minister has responded as follows � 

(1) Yes. Catchment groups are one of many types of volunteer groups all of whom do tremendous work 
around Western Australia. These groups vary in size, operate at different scales and address the range of 
natural resource management issues individually or collectively. 

(2) The minister is not in a position to comment on commonwealth programs. However, he is aware that 
the commonwealth has provided over $24 million to regional groups for NRM activities in their 
respective regions. The activities to be funded by the state NRM program are still being determined. 
However, projects currently being planned are expected to engage the wider NRM community in their 
implementation. The state government has adopted a strategic approach to funding natural resource 
management activities which will result in state NRM program funding being allocated only to 
activities that address identified priorities. 

(3) Yes. Government, community and industry all need to work together effectively to achieve NRM 
outcomes. 

(4) Regional groups have been provided with funding from the state NRM program for core operating costs 
on the expectation that they will coordinate with other subregional catchment groups within their 
respective regions. 

 


